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Whitney Mak
Here is a second year Computer Engineering lady who loves anime! She’s an avid cos-

player, collects all things that are anime or Japanese or kawaii, and absolutely loves

to dress up and model for photo shoots. Every year, you’ll probably find her at all of

Toronto’s biggest anime conventions, taking photos with her friends! If you love

anime, gaming, and cake then this easily distracted and spontaneous girl will love

being your friend too?

Edith Nataprawira
Also known as "Lizeth", you'll find her lurking in the PAS computer labs and hogging

the scanner whenever she’s on campus. Lizeth enjoys speaking in third person, work-

ing on her artbook project and also frequently daydreams about being a professional

voice actor. So far, she’s been told that she sounds like GLaDOS, the evil supercom-

puter at the end of Portal... She prefers being evil anyway... >:D

Kaitlan Huckabone
Kaitlan is an RCD student and long-time fan of anime, manga, cartoons, and comics.

She likes that Anime Express is continuing, dislikes talking about herself, and dreams

of someday actually meeting a deadline. She also finds it incredibly weird to talk about

herself in third person.

Cassie Minyu He
This is Cassie, part-time art hobbyist, epitome of all things evil, and crusader for social

change. Oh, and a math student too. I like plenty of things, dislike a few things, and

dream of world domination and becoming the God of a new world. All shall be one

with me, ja?

Martin Lui
Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha

Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha

Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha

Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha Gundam Mecha

Alexa Lavigne
I'm going into the Optometry program starting this Fall term (yay, excited! :D), I'm a

big science and video games geek. I love drawing and reading though I don't often

have the time to do so. :( I love playing sports (my favourites being soccer and snow-

boarding). I love making cosplay costumes though it often turns out to be an expensive

hobby so I don't get to make many. Once I'm out of school I'd love to travel all over

the world, but especially to Japan, Greece and Cuba :) 

Mans W.
Hiya! Most people call me Manz in real life, but I'm also Kurai-Hisaki on DeviantArt

and Fanfiction.net. I'm currently in 2nd year - Math and Music. I really only got crazy

about cosplaying last year (and I'm glad I've got a group of friends that I can drag along

to do cosplays with me!).  I'm spending most of my time doing photography, drawing,

writing stories and making costumes whenever I have the time because it gives me a

chance to use the creative side of my brain (instead of doing math all the time). It's a

great way to express feelings - especially when you need to vent (writing stories is

great for that!)  ;)

Meng Qin
A third year student at UW studying Health, Meng was a president of CTRL-A for two

previous terms.  She used to be an avid fanfiction writer and cosplayer but has toned

down since entering uni.  She still enjoys watching anime/reading manga and tries to

share fandom with other people whenever she can.  She also likes eggplants, doodling,

ogling over pretty pictures, and collecting icons.

Mengxi Liao
I'm Mo, also known as MapleRose. I've been with the club ever since I came to the Uni-

versity in Fall 2006. You could say I really started my way to otaku-dom when my friend

introduced me to Inuyasha in grade 9 and I got a bit obsessed. CTRL-A has also

widened my taste in anime by exposing me to many genres which I love just as much

as mecha, though right now, my reputation within the club is the "Gundam fangirl",

which I don't deny. I love to draw, but I mostly draw fanart, because I love to make fun

of the characters I love. I still need to work on anatomy and background skills though

(haha).



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome to the second edition of the revival of Ctrl-A's magazine, published just in time for the Fall 2009

term!  Thanks for being a part of this exciting resurrection!  I'm Kyle Dohring, Ctrl-A's President as of
Spring 2009.  The publishing team asked me to preface this edition with a letter to you all, which I'm going to take
as an excuse to rave about the upcoming term and this edition.

I've experienced this club as both a regular member and a member of the Executive, and I've heard many strange
opinions regarding what our club does during my time here.  After reading though this wonderful tomb of writing
and creativity, I should think that anyone reading this magazine should have all of their doubts washed away.
Every article you're about to read serves to show how varied and nebulous Anime culture is.  We have fanart, how-
to articles, reviews, and even activities if you get bored in class!  (Just kidding, study hard now, you hear?)

This edition was written on the heels of Anime North 2009 (One of Southern-Ontario's biggest Anime conventions),
so most of the cosplay you'll see inside was shown off in front of thousands of people -- and what incredible cosplay
it is!

For those of you who have received a copy of this magazine in time for Fall 2009, here's what you can expect to
see happen in the next few months:
We're switching up our show formats again.  Ctrl-A is now hosting eight (that's right, eight) shows this term!  I'd
like to thank Adam Goode for picking up the slack for us by running his Yester-Term shows over the past few
terms, but it's exciting now that our club is gearing up again for an amazing school year.
Of course, shows aren't everything.  This term, we're planning on hosting a myriad of get-togethers; from bi-weekly
activity days, to in-show events and competitions, and there are even rumours of a hot-pot night!  Of course, we're
always looking for suggestions and volunteers, so if you ever want to talk with your executive about any ideas you
have, please e-mail us at ctrl-a@ctrl-a.org.

As a point of thanks, this magazine, in addition to all of the help from club members for content and layout, is
being published with the financial help of Sybase Inc.  Without their help, those of you holding this...  Well, you
wouldn't be.

Once again, thank you for reading!  Enjoy this labour of love and the upcoming term!

Kyle Dohring
President
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Better known simply as “cosplay”, avid
fans dress up as their favourite char-

acter, often re-encating popular scenes
from a series or improvising entirely new

scenarios. Most conventions have some type
of masquerade or stage show for cosplayers to

strut their stuff, and after all the long hours of
work - sometimes even months - spent hunting for
fabric and piecing together a costume (plus props
and accessories) you shouldn’t be surprised at how
professional these cosplayers can be... 



by Adrienne LamCOSPLAY DIARIES

Ibecame a fan of anime without even knowing what anime was. A friend of mine
introduced me to the world of cosplaying when she invited me to go to my first

ever convention: Anime North 2004. She suggested that we “dress up as Anna and
Yoh” from Shaman King, and that was when I was converted. 

Iremember us preparing for it, how we searched up reference pictures, and being
amazed at each other’s costumes. They were simple costumes, of course, but the

thrill and excitement of actually completing them, and then wearing them, and the
smiles, are unforgettable. I also remember how chicken I was to get out of my car
when I arrived at the convention. “No one else will be dressing up!” I screeched, as
I was dragged out by my mom. But I was proven wrong. 

Ifelt right at home when I stepped out and saw the plethora of cosplayers. I rec-
ognized a few characters and had fun with my friend pointing them out and run-

ning up to them to take pictures. Soon it went from finger pointing to actual
conversations with the cosplayers, and discussions of great craftsmanship and ex-
changing e-mails ensued. Conventions are a great way to meet new people because
we are all united with something common: our love for anime and manga, and,
sometimes, the extremes that we’d go through to show it.

Since conventions only happen a few times a year, the anticipation you feel when
you wait for them to arrive is great. You start pondering about all the costumes

you might see, what costume you should make, all the friends you will see again,
what costumes they will be wearing, and sometimes, the completion of your cosplay
group if you are doing one. So watch some anime, fall in love with certain characters,
coerce some friends into dressing up with you, and try it out!! XD

FREYA
Adrienne Lam

CHII
Whitney Mak

ANIME EXPRESS         7
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Sakura

Mans W.
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Ralph L.
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Jen J. 

Unknown
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Jon H.
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Matt H.

Kiba

Alex T
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ON A BUDGET
BY MENG QIN

A convention is coming up, but
you’ve got no job and have just
spent your savings completing
your 38 volume manga series.
You want to do a sweet cosplay,
but you have no money…what
to do?
Here are some money-saving
tips:

1 Choose your cosplay
wisely.  Doing an artbook

version of Abel from Trinity
Blood would NOT be a wise
choice (though it would wow
everyone).  When you’re short
on cash, go for simple costumes
and choose characters with a

similar hairstyle to yours (so
you don’t have to get that $60
wig).

2 Hunt for cheap fabric.
Many fabric stores have a

scrap section/bin, so you can
get a lot of fabric for more than
half off.  If you are worried
about the length of the fabric,
many stores also have an odds
and ends section where there
are cheap fabrics that have been
dirtied or cut incorrectly, these
pieces of fabric will be longer
than the scraps.  

3 Visit second hand shops.
Yeah, I know, yuck.  But

trust me, second hand shops
are a cosplayer’s paradise.  Tons

of cheap clothes, shoes, and
hard- to- find stuff.  Plus, you
won’t feel bad for cutting them
up. You can get cheap t-shirts as
a base for a sailor uniform, find
ties for a crossplay, and knee
high boots for under $10.  I once
made a nurse’s uniform by al-
tering some cheap scrubs I
bought from Value Village.  You
can find some pretty interesting
things there!

4 Visit the dollar store.
Here’s another cosplayer’s

paradise— I can’t believe some
of the things I find in dollar
stores.  Those dog chains you
find there can be used for punk
style cosplays by hanging them

Ten  Ways  to  Save  Money
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on your waist or neck.  They also sell rib-
bons, glue guns, glue sticks, fake jewels,
fake flowers (which I used for a flower
crown before), headbands for cat ears, foam
paper, poster paper, and other stuff.  You
can even find broomsticks that can be
turned into a wand or staff. 

5 Use Ebay. It’s a great place to hunt for
cheap wigs, props, or shoes. Make sure

to leave plenty of time for delivery though.
I have gotten some really good quality wigs
for under $20 from there.  Always check the
seller’s ratings and comments for positive
feedback, you wouldn’t want to get conned

6 Wait for the post-Halloween sale.
Lots of stores will try to get rid of Hal-

loween stuff by drastically reducing prices.
Take the chance to stock up on props, face
make-up, wigs, and other things.  It’s good
to prepare yourself early!.

7 Use things around the house. There
are a lot of potential cosplay materials

around your house, you just don’t know it.
A broken broomstick, aluminium foil, card-
board, your mom’s old slippers, you name
it. Some costumes might involve relatively
“normal” or modern clothing. In these
cases, you might even be able to piece to-
gether a costume by using your own clothes. 

8 Raid people’s closets. In cases where
you can’t find the clothes you are look-

ing for, raid a friend’s closet or two. You
might find the perfect skirt for a Misa cos-
play or dress shirt for Light. Just make sure
to return their clothes. 

9 Borrow a costume. The simplest,
quickest, and laziest way to get a cos-

tume. But hey, if you are short on time and
money – it works!

10BE CREATIVE! Don’t just stick to tra-
ditional cosplays, have some fun in

coming up with new ways to cosplay.  I once
saw a guy wearing normal clothes holding
a sign that said “Goku in disguise”. Another
person put on a cardboard box over him
and wrote “Gundam” over it. The possibili-
ties are endless.



Fanart by Edith N.Mononoke ©  Mononoke Committee et al.



TUTORIALS
Multi-coloured Lines

in Photoshop 6.0
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Changing the colour of your lin-

eart is ridiculously simple and

the method doesn’t change

much (if at all) from version to

version. If you have Photoshop

CS, CS2 or CS3, this method

should still work for you.

-Edith N.

THE END
Fanart by Edith N.



HOW TO MAKE CAT EARS by Meng Qin
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CAT EARS TUTORIAL CONTINUED
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Jigoku Shoujo (c) Studio Deen | Texture by Aethereality | "Aizome" wallpaper by Mengxi Liao



STORY      6/10

Do you have a grudge against someone? Do you hate them enough

to want to send them to Hell? If your feelings of hatred towards

that person are strong enough, then, at midnight, you can access a

webpage called Jigoku Tsushin (Hell Correspondence) and enter that

person's name to have Jigoku Shoujo (Hell Girl) take your revenge

for you. Most people believe it's just a rumour, but Jigoku Shoujo

really exists. If you click the send button on the webpage, Enma Ai

appears before you and gives you a straw doll with a red string

around its neck. She tells you that if you really want to take re-

venge, you may pull the red string, and your enemy will be ferried

straight to Hell. However, you have to pay a price for sending

someone to Hell: two graves are dug; after you die, your soul falls

into the pits of Hell.

That is the premise of the series, and what most of the episodes

revolve around. At the beginning, the episodes are stand-alone,

with their own characters (i.e. character you'd never see again),

and there's not much continuity between them. Each one follows

a set template: the client and the target are introduced, their

situation explained, the client gets fed up with the target and ac-

cesses Jigoku Tsushin., Enma Ai appears and explains how to

take revenge, but the client hesitates to pull the string because

she or he doesn't want to go to Hell as well, so he or she waits,

the target does something horrible which forces the client to go

through with the revenge, and the target gets sent to Hell (but

not before being shown some strange visions).

Each story is interesting enough on its own; you sympathize with

the person who calls on Jigoku Shoujo, and it's quite satisfying

watching those who deserve it go to Hell, but after five or six

episodes in a row with so many of the same elements, the story can

become repetitive and boring.

Starting at episod eseven, the story gets a bit more of a continuing

plot. Two recurring characters are introduced: Shibata Hajime and

his daughter Tsugumi. These two characters become interested in

Jigoku Shoujo because Hajime disagrees with Jigoku Tsushin's serv-

ices, and they attempt to stop her while finding out more about her.

However, even with the continuing plot, most of the episodes still follow

that same template..
ANIME EXPRESS        17
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CHARACTERS      8/10

Enma Ai, a.k.a. Jigoku Shoujo, looks like a quiet

and emotionless little girl but she's not human.

She lives in a house always basked in twilight with

her grandmother (who probably isn't human ei-

ther). When not carrying out her job, she plays

alone in the house. While

on the job, Ai watches the

foolishness of humans

from the sidelines without

intervening in their deci-

sions, she is not there to

carry out justice. She has

three magical straw dolls

who morph into humans

to help with her job:

Ichimoku Ren, Wanyudou

(who is derived from a

youkai in Japanese mythol-

ogy of the same name),

and Hone-Onna (who is

also from Japanese

mythology of the same

name). These three ser-

vants are very loyal to Ai

and seem to care about

her a lot. Ai's past and why

she is doing this job are

slowly revealed through

the series.

Shibata Hajime is a freelance journalist. When he

hears rumours of Jigoku Shoujo, he becomes inter-

ested and starts to investigate her, and when he

comes to disagree with Ai's actions (taking people

to Hell for revenge), he tries to stop her. He is

pretty easy-going, perhaps irresponsible even (his

daughter called him childish on one occasion), but

is very dedicated to his job, spending days away in

his investigations. But he does care a lot about his

daughter.

Shibata Tsugumi seems like just an ordinary girl at

first, but for some reason, she starts having vi-

sions, and is able to see what Ai sees. In the begin-

ning, Tsugumi disagrees with her father about

stopping Ai. However, as the series goes on, and

they see people get sent to Hell for less justified

reasons, Tsugumi starts to wonder about whether

it really is a good thing or not. She's pretty fond of

her father, calling him "Hajime-chan".

ART & ANIMATION      6/10

The art style of this series is softer and more

reaslistic than many anime series. The chins

are softer and hair for all the characters is natu-

ral-coloured, fitting with the setting of current-day

Japan. The eyes are drawn in a more realistic style,

though Ai's and Tsugumi's get

unnaturally large sometimes.

There is a big emphasis on the

eyes, as there are many close-

ups. The expressions are not

exaggerated, but are still dis-

tinct enough, especially ones

of fear and surprise.

Ai's character design stands

out the most -- as it should --

with her long, straight, black

hair and her bright red eyes,

which makes her gaze even

more eerie. She usually wears

a black and white sailor uni-

form (perhaps to blend in) and

looks just like a middle-school

girl. When she's sending

someone to Hell, she dons a

traditional black kimono with

flower patterns.

The animation was average,

not too bad, but not outstanding either. I do like the

illusions being shown to those about to be sent to

Hell though, even if it's rather creepy for some.

One complaint I do have is the use of recycled

footage. Since the episodes follow a pattern, the

parts that don't change unfortunately don't change

the footage either. It is kind of annoying to see the

same scene again and again over 20+ episodes.

The background scenery and details on the sur-

roundings are pretty well-done. I liked the nature

shots and the sunset skies.

Overall, the art would be good if not for the recycled

footage.
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SOUND      8/10

Music

The opening song, Sakasama no Chou by SNoW,

has a nice beat and a pop-ish feeling. It's a pleas-

ant song on its own, and sort of fits the series. The

ending Karinui, by Mamiko Noto, is slow and sober,

which matches the theme of the series more, but

the song itself is more or less average.

The background music has a traditional Japanese

feel to it, and it fits Ai's image pretty well. The music

fits the mood, but nothing really stands out. As with

the repetitive footage, the same background music

is played through the repeating parts. I suppose it

give the series more structure, but, again, makes

it too repetitive.

Voice

The one voice that stands out would be Mamiko

Noto as Enma Ai. I love the quiet yet somehow

commanding tone that she has, coupled with a

slight creepiness that makes her even more enig-

matic; I especially like the chant she gives right be-

fore sending someone to Hell— there seems to be

an almost mocking tone to it. Even though Ai seems

emotionless most of the time, she doesn't sound

flat. And when her emotions are revealed, they are

clearly conveyed.

The other voices are pretty well done and fitting to

the characters. Tsugumi's voice is also quite good;

she is the opposite of Ai and ex-

presses her emo- t i o n s ,

and those emo-

tions are

c a r r i e d

through with

the voice.

THOUGHTS

The premise of the series is pretty neat and in-

teresting. Each story takes a look at human na-

ture, the injustices that exist in today's society, and

our desire to take revenge even though it can't

bring back what's already lost. Many people rely on

Jigoku Tsushin and Jigoku Shoujo as a way out of

their problems, even though in many instances the

problems could be resolved by other means with-

out having to condemn their souls to Hell. The

crimes of the victims going to Hell vary: some de-

serve it more than others (and I admit it's very sat-

isfying to see those who have it coming get their

due). Whether Jigoku Shoujo is right or not in what

she's doing is up to the viewer to decide. But one

thing is clear: she's not there to carry out justice,

nor can she refuse a request based on her feelings.

Despite the scores I gave, I did enjoy the series. I

like the idea of the series, and the characters are

generally likeable. However, the episodes need

more variety. I like episodic series and all, but the

template, including recycled art and dialogue,

makes it really repetitive. I wish the structure could

have been diversified a little bit, especially in begin-

ning. I also would have liked to see what happens

once people go to Hell, or what happens to the

souls of those who have sent people to Hell: does

having their soul eternally wander through Hell

make them regret what they've done?

This series could be cut down a lot more from

being 26 episodes. However, if you're

interested and patient

enough to get

through to

the end,

the ending is

dramatic

enough

to be

worth it.



10 Movies you should get yourself accustomed to

Akira

In the metropolitan

city of futuristic

Tokyo, street gangs

engage in combat

against one an-

other to see who

rules the most ter-

ritory.  As a biker

gang leader,

Shotaro Kaneda en-

counters a variety

of weird and super-

natural events

when his best

friend becomes

what seems to be a

super human con-

sumed by the de-

sire for power.  

5cm per second

From the creator of

"Voices of a Distant

Star" and "The Place

Promised in our Early

Days", Makoto Shinkai

comes out with his first

non-science fiction

movie revolving once

again on the theme of

love and distance.  This

movie is heartbreaking,

but offers a warm feel-

ing at the end. Although

some viewers disliked it

due to its ambiguous

ending, it is a definite

must-watch due to the

movie’s vivid back-

grounds and universal

love story...

Animatrix

Ever wondered what

happened before

the start of “The

Matrix”?  How was

the virtual world  im-

plemented and how

did we all get

plugged into the Ma-

trix?  This movie ex-

plains the origins of

the Matrix as well

as expanding on

other short stories

within the world of

Matrix.  This is a se-

ries of short stories

from various anima-

tion companies

throughout Japan

and North America.

Ghost in the Shell

(1995)

This story is based

on the philosophical

aspects of human

evolution and tech-

nology.  In a society

where bodyparts

can be replaced

with mechanical

parts, a whole new

society based on

cyber brain technol-

ogy is born.  But the

problem with such

technology is the

memory leak within

the cyber brains.  In

this movie, possible

solutions are pre-

sented.

Princess Mononoke

One of Hayao

Miyazaki's first films,

“Princess Mononoke”

takes place in a re-

mote village where a

young prince named

Ashitaka defeats a

demon boar but is

cursed as a result.

To get rid of the

curse, the prince

must venture to the

West in hopes of find-

ing a cure.  However,

the cure for lies with

a suffering forest

spirit who is angry at

humans for their de-

structive behaviour.

By: Martin Lui
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Compiled here is a list of anime movies all otaku should watch!



Evangelion 1.0 You

are (Not) Alone

If you haven't

watched the TV se-

ries of “Evangelion”

yet, or you really did-

n't enjoy the 1990's

graphics, this is

your lucky break.

“Evangelion 1.0 You

are (Not) Alone” is

the collapse of the

first six episodes of

the old “Neon Gene-

sis Evangelion” into

a 90 minute movie.

In summary, Shinji

Ikari is forced to

fight invading space

creatures called

"Angels" in a giant

robot along with his

partner, Rei.

The Girl who

Leapt Through

Time

Ever wonder what

you could do with

the ability to travel

back in time?

Would you repeat

the same test over

and over until you

knew perfectly well

how to do it?  This

story is about a

troubled girl who

accidentally ob-

tains the ability to

travel back in time.

Of course, for

every hardship she

evades, another

person suffers the

consequences in

her place!

Spirited Away

This film by Hayao

Miyazaki focuses on the

need to work hard and

have courage in order to

lead a prosperous fu-

ture.  This story follows a

little girl, Chihiro, travel-

ing with her parents.

Lost, they stumble upon

a cave where her par-

ents end up being

cursed by their own

greed.  Now alone, Chi-

hiro must venture

through a city of spirits

to find a cure for her par-

ent's as well as a way to

return back home.

Sky Crawlers

Reviewed as a contro-

versial movie due to de-

pictions of teenage

smokers, this movie is

based on the lives of

immortal humans

called Kildren who fight

with each other in

fighter planes reminis-

cent of WWII aircrafts.

Taking the role of a

fighter pilot, viewers will

discover what it feels

like to fight in aircrafts,

and share in the

human interactions of

characters as they

rest between missions.

Paprika

You enter a room full of

your worst nightmares

and you don't know

what to do.  Frantically

trying to search for an

answer, you get a psy-

chologist to look into

your dreams.  But what

happens when your

nightmares intertwine

with other people's

nightmares?  What

happens when night-

mares become reality?

From the studio which

produced "Perfect

Blue" and "Tokyo God

Fathers", this story is

yet another psychologi-

cal film on the intercon-

tections of the human

mind.
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